
United States H\tent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
www.nspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/785,498 


02/20/2001 


Jirko Heide 


31976-169318 


6531 


26694 7590 10/24/2002 

VENABLE, BAETJER, HOWARD AND CIVILETTI, LLP 
P.O. BOX 34385 

WASHINGTON, DC 20043-9998 


EXAMINER 


LAMB, BRENDA A 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


1734 

DATE MAILED: 10/24/2002 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 


Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Appk ,it(s) 


Group Art Unit 


—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Reply \ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE \ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
• If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Status/ 

m Responsive to communication(s) filed on, 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

ill Claim(s) : is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) ; is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) : is/are allowed. 

□ Claim(s) — — — is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) '■ is/are objected to. 

, M Claim(s)\ ""^"^P - , ■ are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ Th proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ Th drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ Th oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri my under 35 U.S.C. §119 (aHd) 

H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
fflAn DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
(m received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 


□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

Certified copies not received:^_ : : : . 

Attachment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-10, drawn to apparatus, classified in class 271, subclass 160. 

II. Claims 1 1-20, drawn to apparatus, classified in class 1 1 8, subclass 410. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Inventions II and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not require the at least one bearing mounting the back 
support with freedoms of movement in a plurality of directions relative to the implement. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as the subcombination can be used to urge the substrate 
against another roller for sole purpose of gripping the substrate without coating the substrate. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group H is not required for Group I, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 
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A telephone call was made to Attorney Kinberg on 9/25/02 to request an oral election to 
the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Brenda Lamb at 
telephone number 703-308-2056. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday and 
Wednesday through Friday with alternate Tuesdays off. 


B. A. Lamb/mn 
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October 9, 2002 


